into battle
and German air forces.   It seems quite clear that no invasion on
a scale beyond the capacity of our land forces to crush speedily is
likely to take place from the air until our Air Force has been
definitely overpowered.   In the meantime, there may be raids by
parachute troops and attempted descents of airborne soldiers.   We
should be able to give those gentry a warm reception, both in the
air and on the ground, if they reach it in any condition to continue
the dispute.    But the great question is :  Can we break Hitler's air
weapon f     Now, of course, it is a very great pity that we have not
got an Air Force at least equal to that of the most powerful enemy
within striking distance of these shores.    But we have a very
powerful Air Force which has proved itself far superior in quality,
both in men and in many types of machine, to what we have met
so far in the numerous and fierce air battles which have been fought
with the Germans.    In France, where we were at a considerable
disadvantage and lost many machines on the ground when they
were standing round  the aerodromes,  we were accustomed to
inflict in the air losses of as much as two to two-and-a-half to one.
In the fighting over Dunkirk, which was a sort of no-man's-land,
we undoubtedly beat the German air force, and gained the mastery
of the local air, inflicting here a loss of three or four to one day
after day.   Anyone who looks at the photographs which were
published a week or so ago of the re-embarkation, showing the
masses of troops assembled on the beach and forming an ideal
target for hours at a time, must realise that this re-embarkation
would not have been possible unless the enemy had resigned all
hope of recovering air superiority at that time and at that place.
In the defence of this island the advantages to the defenders
will be much greater than they were in the fighting around Dunkirk.
We hope to improve on the rate of three or four to one which was
realised at Dunkirk ;  and in addition all our injured machines and
their crews which get down safely—and, surprisingly, a very great
many injured machines and men do get down safely in modern
air fighting—all of these will fall, in an attack upon these islands,
on friendly soil and *live to fight another day;   whereas all the
injured enemy machines and their complements will be total losses
as far as the war is concerned.
During the great battle in France, we gave very powerful and
continuous aid to the French Army, both by fighters and bombers ;
but in spite of every kind of pressure we never would allow the
entire metropolitan fighter strength of the Air Force to be consumed.
This decision was painful, but it was also right, because the fortunes
oi the battle in France could not have been decisively affected even
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